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Mountain Wave Indicators

� Lenticular clouds can 
develop when air 
moves quickly over 
the top of mountains.  the top of mountains.  
Standing waves, like 
water flowing over a 
rock in rapids, can 
develop which can be 
dangerous for 
airplanes.  Click here 
to learn more 
http://meted.ucar.edu/
mesoprim/mtnwave/pr
int.htm

NCAR/UCAR/NSF



Winds and Plants

� Strong winds can 
affect the trees and 
plants.  Look for signs 
of winds along the of winds along the 
mountains and in the 
valley. Which way do 
you think the winds 
might be blowing? 

� In addition to wind, 
water, sunlight and 
plant species can 
affect tree growth.  

Whiteman (2000)
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