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Red alert for Aug. 11 as Met says showers in Himalayan foothill and Nepal may affect Bihar

Flood cloud after heavy rain forecast

SANJEEV KUMAR VERMA

The state might witness a
flood-like situation in a
few days, the meteorologi-
cal centre in Patna has
warned,

The Met office on Tuesday
alerted the state government
on the possibility of flood in
north Bihar rivers because of
a strong possibility of heavy
rainfall in the foothills of the
Himalayvasand in Nepal.

In its forecast, the Met of-
fice said moderate to heavy
rainfall was expected in Bihar
from August 9 to 12 and heavy
rainfall was likely in north
Bihar and adjoining parts of
Nepal on August 11 and these
could cause fload,

“We issued the alert as
there is a very strong chance
of heavy rainfall in north
Bihar districts and adjoining
areas of Nepal on August 11,
We have issued a red alert for
this day and this is issued
when probability of rainfall is
76 per cent or more,” Patna
Met office scientist Anand
Shankar told The Telegraph.

In meteorological parl-
ance, Il rainfall remains in the

o, MONSOON STATS

* "~ Normal Actual Percentage
Moo W rainfall (mm) | rainfall(mm) | deparure
i till Aug 8 till Aug 8 from normal

Bihar 585.5 554.8 -5%
Patna 524.5 436.5 -17%
Gopalganj 533 535.1 0%
Darbhanga 526.2 608.4 +16%
Muzaffarpur 557.9 499.5 -10%
Gaya 505.2 467.1 -8%
Aurangabad 475.5 636 +34%
Bhagalpur 562 510.3 9%

is called moderate if the rain-
fall ranges between 15.6mm
and 644Amm. If rainfall re
mains in the range of 64.5mm
and 1154mm in 24 hours it is
called heavy rainfall and for
very heavy rainfall the 24-
hour data should hover be-

heavy if it rains more than
204.5mm in 24 hours. Given
the fact that Patna Met office
has predicted heavy rainfall
an August 11, the rainfall on
that day should be in the range
of 64.5mm and 115 4mm.

“The monsoon trough line

north Bihar leading to heavy
rainfall,” said Shankar.

He added that rainfall
wounld not be limited to north
Bihar region and from Wedn-
esday onwards several parts of
the state were likely to receive
good rainfall till August 12,

Bihar has recorded almost
normal rainfall from June 1 to
August 8 (see chart). The
monsoon rainfall is called nor-
mal if its departure from nor-
mal remains in the range of
{+/-119 per cent. Till August 8
Bihar had received 5 per cent

med it was ready to handle a
situation emerging out of
Moods and people don't nead
to pauic.

“We have deputed state dis-
aster response force teams in
Bhagalpur, Khagaria, Purnea,
Madhepura, Madhubani and
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in Gopalganj, Bettiah, Muzaf-
farpur, Darbhanga and Supa-
ul. The personnel will be imm-
ediately put into rescue opera-
tion in case there is a flood," a
senior official of the state dis-
aster management said.

Each team of the disaster
respanse force has 45 person-
nel and they have also been
equipped  with necessary
gadeets needed during rescue
operation.

The official sald identifica-
tion ol high points has already
been done and if required the
reliel camps will be set up im-
mediately at the points where
rescued people would be kept,

Unlike last vear when flood
had hit 31 districts in the state,
the spectre of the natural di-
saster has not posed major
threqts so far this year in Bihar

According to an official
press release issued on Tues-
day most of the rivers, which
pass through Bihar, including
Ganga, Gandak, and Kamla-
Balan were Nowing below the
danger mark. Kosi, however, is
Mowing above the danger
mark at two places. Punpun,
to0, was flowing above the dan-
ger mark and its water level
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